
Reduce litter at
your school
With some planning and teamwork, you can reduce litter at
your school and in our community. One way to reduce litter is
to do some
“people
watching” and
then find ways
to help the ones
who litter
change their bad
habits. For
instance, you
may see
someone eat a
snack and then
throw the empty
wrapper on the
ground.
Throwing trash on the ground is a bad habit that needs to be
changed. It makes your school and neighborhood look bad.

With the help of other students and your teacher, you can
create a plan to reduce litter at your school. To help you get
started, here is a list of things you can include in your plan:
● Write down why you think it is important to have a litter-

free school.
● Look around your school to see how much litter is on the

ground. What part of your school has the most litter? What
types of things did you find in the litter?

● Write down where you think the different types of litter
came from.

● Ask the students in your school why they litter and write
down their answers.

● From the information you collect, come up with some
ideas that will help to reduce the amount of litter in and
around your school.

The Office of the Clean City can help you with your
“School Beautification Plan.” Here are some ideas we came up
with to help reduce litter in your school and community:
● Organize a school or neighborhood cleanup.
● Ask your principal to have trash cans placed in areas where

there is a lot of litter. All trash cans should be emptied at
least once a day.
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● Conduct a “School Cleanliness Survey” four times a year to
see whether your plan is working and to help make
improvements to the plan.

● Write a letter to the neighborhood associations in your
area and ask them to participate in the Adopt-A-Block
Program.

● Encourage your friends and family to put trash in the trash
can and not on the ground.

Take the “Don’t
Litter!” Quiz
Are you doing your part in
keeping your school and
neighborhood clean and
beautiful? Take this “Don’t
Litter!” quiz and see. Read
each statement and then circle
T for True or F for False.

T F 1. If I littered, I would
feel guilty.

T F 2. When I see other
people litter, I tell
them they should not do that.

T F 3. I go out of my way to be sure litter gets into a
trash can.

T F 4. I pick up other people’s litter.
T F 5. Dropping a cigarette butt on the ground is not

littering.
T F 6. It really does not matter when I drop small

things (like paper, food wrappers, bottles, etc.)
on the ground.

T F 7. Sometimes it is necessary to litter while driving.
T F 8. If things blow out of my car or truck, it is not

really littering.
T F 9. I litter when nobody sees me.
T F 10. If litter is already on the ground, then one more

piece won’t hurt.
T F 11. If I litter, it is not that bad because someone gets

paid to clean it up.
T F 12. Putting my trash in the storm drain or sewer is

not littering.

To score your quiz, turn to page 4.
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Read the problems. Then circle the correct 

number sentence and write the answer on 

the line.

Logan’s dad asked him to mow the lawn 

before soccer practice. Soccer was going to start 

in 3/5 of an hour. It took 2/5 of an hour to mow the

lawn. What fraction of the hour is left for Logan to 

get to practice?

3/5 – 2/5 3/5 + 2/5 6/10 – 3/5

How many minutes did it take Logan to mow the lawn?

60 x 3/5 60 x 2/5 3/5 x 2/5

Here is a drawing of a recycling center. Each square on the grid
equals 1 square foot. Use the drawing to answer the questions
below.

1. The total area of the Recycling Center is _______________ square feet.

2. The area for Plastic is _______________ square feet.

3. The perimeter of the Conveyor is _______________ feet.

4. The perimeter of the Cardboard section is _______________ feet.

5. _______________ has an area of 8 square feet.

6. _______________ and _______________ have the same area.

7. The Conveyor area is 7 square feet larger than the _______________ area.

8. _______________ has an area of 10 square feet.

You can make a difference this Earth Day. Plant a

tree. Pick up litter. Recycle. Turn off unused lights.

Each act—no matter how small it seems—helps.

Do your part!

Circle the main purpose of this paragraph:

Persuade Entertain Inform

Trash is also called solid ____________. waist 12 waste 10

Recycling is not ____________. new 3 knew 5

______________ easy to recycle. It’s 9 Its 8

Do you recycle at ______________ house? you’re 15 your 11

Prepare your recyclables this ______________. weigh 6 way 4

Put only recyclables into this ______________. bin 8 been 9

Place your recyclables ______________. hear 7 here 6

____ + ____ + ____ + ____ + ____ + ____ + ____ = _______  

Complete the sentence below using the sum from this number box. 

Americans recycle about _________ billion aluminum cans each year.

10

Circle the correct word for each sentence. Put the number that is next to the correct
word into the number box.

Read our graphic poem

(also called a “shape

poem”) about Earth

Day. Then, write your

own in the space below

or on a separate sheet

of paper.
Aluminum Cans

Newspaper

Glass

Cardboard

Conveyor

Plastic

Steel Cans



Take part in the
Great American Cleanup,

March 1 - May 31!
For details, call 202-645-7190.
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Office of the Clean City –
Executive Office

of the Mayor
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Suite 316
Washington, DC 20004

(202) 724-8967
CleanCity@dc.gov

www.CleanCity.dc.gov

Adopt-A-Block
It’s not too late to “Adopt-A-Block” near your school or in
your neighborhood. This is a great way to help prevent
litter and keep your neighborhood looking its best. When
your school or neighborhood association adopts an area,
we will post nice signs including the group’s name. This
lets everyone know that the area is being watched and
cared for by concerned citizens like you. That’s a great
example to set for others. Adopting a block reminds
everyone just how important it is to prevent litter. Adopt
your block today!

Score your “Don’t Litter” Quiz
For #1 to #4, give yourself 2 points for each statement you
answered TRUE. For #5 to #12, give yourself 2 points for
each statement you answered FALSE.

What was your score? Total your score and see how you
did. Remember—success begins with one person, like you,
and one community deciding to make a difference.

0 - 8 points: You can only get better! Now is a good
time to begin. Don’t be a litterbug.

10 - 14 points: With a little more effort, you could help
your community and the environment by
not littering.

16 - 18 points: Good job of doing your part to keep your
community litter-free. Keep up the good
work!

20 - 24 points: Great! Thanks for setting a good example
and helping your community stay litter-
free.

GreenDC Week 2006:
Get involved today
Get involved in
GreenDC Week
2006, which
will be held
April 17 – 23,
and find out
how you can
improve your
environment
every day. You
don’t have to
wait until
April 22nd,
Earth Day, to do a good deed for the environment. You can
start today! Write a letter to the Office of the Clean City and
let us know that you want to make your environment better
today and every day. You, your class, and your family can be
part of the big celebration during GreenDC Week. On Earth
Day you and your family can participate in any of the
following:

● Adopt-A-Block neighborhood cleanups and workshops
(Office of the Clean City)

● Anacostia River Cleanup (Anacostia Watershed Society)
● Electronic Recycling and Household Hazardous Waste

Collection Event (DC Dept. of Public Works)
● Tree plantings (Casey Trees)
● GreenDC Week’s Earth Day Celebration

At school and at home, be sure to focus on the daily
themes during GreenDC Week:

Monday: Kickoff
Tuesday: Holistic Energy Day
Wednesday: Air Day
Thursday: Water Day
Friday: Sustainable Building Day
Saturday: clean&greenDC Day (Earth Day)
Sunday: Green Faith Day

Prior to GreenDC
Week, your family can
volunteer for the
Potomac River
Watershed Cleanup
on April 8 sponsored
by the Alice Ferguson
Foundation. Join
thousands of
watershed neighbors
from 9 a.m. to noon to
remove unwanted
trash from our
communities and to show your support for a Trash-Free
Potomac Watershed. Contact 301-292-5665 or
potomaccleanup@fergusonfoundation.org for details.

Funded by the Government of the 
District of Columbia
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