
hi kids!
Keeping the District of Columbia clean and green is easier
when you and your family follow the step-by-step
instructions provided by clean&greenDC, which is a special
program of the Office of the Clean City (OCC). Whether the
topic is litter reduction, waste reduction, community
beautification, or environmental protection,
clean&greenDC can guide
you and your family as we
work together to create a
cleaner, healthier environment in the District of Columbia.
The clean&greenDC program encourages residents (people
like you!) to take action and work along with city
government to help clean up sidewalks, curbsides, parks,
wooded areas, vacant lots, and waterways.

To learn more about clean&greenDC, visit the website
www.CleanCity.dc.gov and look for the clean&greenDC
selections under “Information.”

Take the Challenge: Clean
Up Your Neighborhood
We are challenging all schools to help clean up and beautify
their neighborhoods. Litter and trash in your neighborhood
and in green spaces are unpleasant, bad for the
environment, and unhealthy and can create a welcome
home for crime. Students, teachers, and neighbors can
work together to clean up the area around their school and
homes by picking up trash and litter and planting trees and
flowers.

To support the schools that take part in this challenge,
we offer teacher training on the award-winning
environmental education curriculum, Project Learning Tree
(www.plt.org). After teachers have completed the training,
they can qualify for a GreenWorks Grant ($50 to $1,000) for
their school.

As a part of the challenge, schools can do schoolyard
habitat projects, conduct a series of neighborhood
cleanups, undertake energy and trash audits, or establish
and maintain a successful recycling program. At the end of
each school year, one school from each level will be
recognized for its efforts. 

Schoolyard Habitat
Project Ideas
● Creating a butterfly garden
● Storm drain marking
● Tree planting
● Reducing lawn size by creating a new garden bed
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These students and
neighbors cleaned
up their
neighborhood
around Anacostia
Senior High School.



Unscramble the underlined mixed-up words to learn more about
these jobs that help improve our environment. We’ve done the first
one for you.

A cimopmotsrerev creates compost with the help of red wiggler
worms. vermicomposter

A lisdo twesa engineer makes plans for 
reducing, reusing, recycling, and 
properly disposing of trash. ________________________

A lfidlnal operator buries trash and 
covers it with soil. ________________________

A cgericlny technician sorts recyclables 
and sends them to factories for reuse. ________________________

A vtanersonitocsi reminds people to 
use less energy and water, to create 
less pollution, and to waste fewer 
resources. ________________________

A tseerfro takes care of trees in forests. ________________________

A dturcop designer uses recyclables to 
create new products. ________________________

A tierrw uses words in articles and 
stories to describe how to reduce, 
reuse, and recycle. ________________________

A retahec helps students learn what 
resources are and how we use them. ________________________

We can improve the soil for our plants by creating compost
in our own backyards. The cards at right show you how to
compost. There’s only one problem—someone dropped
them and they are out of order. Number them in the
correct order. We found number 1 for you.

S H C S N B R F F X H B C Z W
W V O T C B V I Y D P P Q G I
O N L E D O H Q D L O S G F P
R T L P B T C C D J V Q M J A
R E E R U T I N R U F H E X F
A M C A Y L A M A N H H T B V
G G T C R E N A O C D N A U T
N G W A E S V G B F L E E C E
I Z R N C S V A D J I W M S X
S T L S Y E P Z R J P S R A J
A Y G V C L D I A U T P J L T
H A P P L I A N C E S A L O Z
C L O S E T H E L O O P O N Y
Q D O L D C A S Z B M E N W T

O K L Z T O E K A M E R I U S

Read the problems. Then circle the correct number
sentence, and write the answer on the line.

On Saturday, 15 families picked up mulch from the
compost center. On Sunday, 12 families picked up
mulch. How many families picked up mulch?

15 x 12 15 - 12 15 + 12 ___________

Each family picked up 3 cubic yards of mulch. How
much mulch was taken home?

15 x 3 12 x 3 27 x 3 ___________

Sherm the Worm lived with his family in a
vermicompost bin. It sat on a counter in a friendly
yellow kitchen. It was warm and there was always
plenty of tasty food. Sherm had one problem—his
family kept growing and they were running out of
space. Finally, Sherm decided that he was going to
move.

Circle the main purpose of this paragraph:

Persuade Entertain Inform

Recycling begins—and ends—with you! When you collect
recyclables, you start the recycling process (“cycle”). When you buy
recycled-content products, you complete the cycle. We call this
“closing the loop.” Learn more about all the parts of recycling while
you search for these recycling words.

Appliances
Bottles
Buy recycled
Cans
Cardboard
Carpet

Chasing arrows
Close the loop
Collect
Fleece
Furniture

Jars
Magazines
Newspaper
Remake
Tiles

Printed on post-consumer recycled paper.

Find a warm, well-draining place
for your new compost pile.

On the ground, spread a layer of freshly
cut grass, flowers, and vegetable and
fruit scraps. These are your “greens”
that contain nitrogen.

Repeat, adding layers of dried
leaves and cut grass until the
pile is at least 3 feet high.

After your pile is the right height,
sprinkle it with water. It should be
moist, but not soaking wet.

1

Add a layer of carbon-containing
“browns,” such as dried leaves,
straw, and torn-up strips of
cardboard. 

After one week, sprinkle the pile if
it seems dry. 

Turn the pile once a month with a
rake or shovel to provide oxygen.

Next spring, the compost 
should be dark, crumbly, 
and ready to use as a great
nutrient-rich soil helper.



You can make a difference
You don’t have to be a grownup to make a difference.
There are many things that you can do. Here are some
ideas that will get you started:
● Be sure your trash goes in the trash can, not just near it.
● Pick up after yourself at a picnic or a fast-food

restaurant.
● Never throw anything from a car, truck, or bus.
● Always set an example by not littering, no matter

where you are. 
● Pick up litter and trash daily and recycle the cans and

bottles.
● Sweep sidewalks, curbsides, and alleys weekly. 
● Remove your trash container(s) and recycling bin from

public space by 8 p.m. on collection day. Be sure to
keep trash containers closed and secure.

● Participate in the District’s recycling program. If you
live in an apartment building, ask an adult in your
family to talk to your landlord about starting a
recycling program.

● If you see clogged storm drains where water backs up
during or after storms, ask an adult to call the DC
WASA at (202) 612-3400 or visit www.dcwasa.com.

● Conduct a community cleanup. You can borrow tools
and get free trash
bags for your
cleanup from the
DPW Helping
Hand Program. 
Have an adult call 
(202) 727-1000.
When you’re
done, contact the Office of the Clean City to let us
know about your efforts.

● Do not put trash, debris, motor oil, grass clippings,
yard waste, or any other materials into storm drains.
Nothing but water should go into storm drains. Storm
water doesn’t get treated and goes directly into our
rivers and bays and the ocean.
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Making lighter work 
of fall leaves
The leaves are beginning to
change colors, showing
off bright yellows,
oranges, and reds. Enjoy!
Before long, those leaves
will be brown and
spread over the
ground, where your
family may expect your help picking them up.

Now is a great time to talk with your family about fall
leaves. No, not to get out of helping! Talk to your family about
the ways that you can reuse fall leaves in your own yard. Here
are our suggestions:
● Shred the leaves with a mulching mower (or a mower with

the bagger removed) and let them stay on the grass. These
shredded leaves will provide a protective winter cover and
decompose by spring. If you have a lot of leaves, you’ll
need to mow often during the weeks with the heaviest
leaf-fall. 

● Pick up leaves with your family’s bagging mower. The
mower will shred the leaves as it picks them up, creating a
great mulch. Use the leaf mulch in your gardens or flower
beds.

● Add shredded or whole leaves to your compost pile.
Shredded leaves will decompose faster, but whole leaves
will also break down into nutrient-rich compost. Inside of
a tightly-sealed compost bin, mixing fall leaves with over-
ripe fruit and vegetables and grass clippings will help the
material decompose more quickly.

You can also recycle your yard waste by bagging leaves,
brush, and grass clippings separately from trash. This bagged
yard waste is picked up on your regular trash collection day.
(If you have twice-a-week trash collection, yard waste is
collected on your second weekly trash day.) Each fall, the
Department of Public Works collects nearly 10 tons of leaves,
which are turned into mulch and compost. Garden clubs,
community groups, and city agencies use this mulch and
compost throughout the next year.

The District of Columbia provides city services that
can help you, your family, and your neighbors. These
services are available by calling the Mayor’s Citywide
Call Center at (202) 727-1000 or logging onto
www.dc.gov:

Graffiti removal
Illegal dumping cleanup

and enforcement
Bulk trash removal
Street or alley light repair
Street or alley cleaning
Dead animal removal
Removal of signs/posters
Free mulch for gardens
Tree trimming, planting

Report missed trash or
recycling collection

Request parking
enforcement 

Sidewalk repair
Household hazardous

waste collection
Removal of abandoned

vehicles
Dead tree or stump removal

Office of the Clean City—
Executive Office of the Mayor

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW—
Suite 316

Washington, DC 20004
(202) 724-8967

CleanCity@dc.gov
www.CleanCity.dc.gov

Funded by the Government of the District 
of Columbia
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